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1. Ptolemy/Stevenson. 1460/1932. Geography of Claudius Ptolemy 

Geography of Claudius Ptolemy Translated into English and Edited by Edward 

Luther Stevenson …Based upon Greek and Latin Manuscripts and important 

late fifteenth and early sixteenth century printed Editions Including 

Reproductions of the Maps from the Ebner Manuscripts, ca. 1460. With an 

Introduction by Professor Joseph Fischer. 
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New York: New York Public Library, 1932. 12 ¼”w x 17”h. Limited 1st edition, 

copy 21 of 250 on Charing handmade paper. Half-leather over brown cloth with 

five raised bands and gilt details on spine. xvi + 167 pages. 29 double-page 

monotone maps plus several celestial drawings and world maps in the text. Library 

perforation on tile page and tiny library stamp on back of the last map. Otherwise 

in near new condition.  

This volume is a translation of Ptolemy’s Geographia. Twenty-seven maps are 

from a copy of the manuscript by Donnus Nicolaus Germanus, the Codex 

Ebnerianus, plus two maps published after the discovery of America - the Ruysch 

world map from the 1508 edition of Ptolemy and the Lorenz Fries world map from 

the 1522 edition.  

The introduction is by Joseph Fischer (1858-1944), a German clergyman and 

cartographer. In 1881, he entered the Society of Jesus and was ordained to the 

priesthood in 1891. After 1895, he was professor of geography and history at Stella 

Matutina College, Feldkirch, Austria. His achievements include the discovery of 

the maps of Martin Waldseemüller of 1507 and 1516 and of Jodocus Hondius in 

Wolfegg Castle, Württemberg in 1891. Of those maps, Fischer’s most important 

find was the first map to use the name “America” – the printed wall map of the 

world, Universalis Cosmographia, by German cartographer Martin 

Waldseemüller, originally published in 1507. Of the one thousand copies of the 

wall map Waldseemüller said were printed, only one complete copy is known. Its 

existence was unknown for a long time until its rediscovery in 1901 by Fischer in 

the library of Prince Johannes zu Waldburg-Wolfegg in Schloss Wolfegg in 

Württemberg, Germany. It remained for another hundred years until the United 

States Library of Congress purchased it for ten million dollars in 2001. 

E5084.  $1,800. 

**************************************************** 

  



2. Germanus/Skelton. 1482/1963. Ptolemaeus Cosmographia. 

Claudius Ptolemaeus Cosmographia Ulm l482 with an Introduction by R. A. 

Skelton. 

Amsterdam: N. Israel, 1963. 1 volume (280 pages, 

not paginated). 32 double-page woodcut maps.  

Dust jacket tattered. Atlas in very good condition. 

A facsimile of Claudius Ptolemaeus, 

Cosmographia. Translated from Greek into Latin 

by Jacobus Angelus (fl. early 15th century). Edited 

by Donnus Nicolaus Germanus (c.1420-c.1490). 

Published in Ulm by Lienhart Holle, 16 July 1482. 

The atlas is named after Claudius Ptolemy, or in 

Latin, Claudius Ptolemaeus (c. AD 90-c. AD 168), 

a Greco-Roman writer of Alexandria. He was a 

mathematician, astronomer, geographer and 

astrologer. His maps, if any, have not survived. 

“Cosmography” is the study and description or 

mapping of the entire world or of the universe. 

The maps in surviving manuscripts of Ptolemy's 

geography date from about 1300 when the text was 

rediscovered and the maps reconstructed. It is 

likely that the topographical tables (coordinates only, there were no maps) are cumulative texts; 

that is, modified as new knowledge became available during the eleven centuries after Ptolemy’s 

death. Therefore, the information contained in different parts of this 1482 Cosmography may be 

of different dates.  

E5016.  $400. 

************************************************ 

  



3. Schedel.  1493/ 1979. Nuremberg Chronicle. 

The Nuremberg Chronicle: A Facsimile of Hartmann Schedel’s Buch der 

Chroniken Printed by Anton Koberger in 1493.  

 

New York: Landmark Press, 1979.  14”h x 10”w.  

Profusely illustrated with many full page and in- 

text woodcuts throughout.  A facsimile of the 

German edition published in 1493.  Bound in dark 

green faux-leather with gilt on black lettering.  

Slip case.  Book in fine condition.  Slip case in 

fine condition. 

The Nuremberg Chronicle was written in Latin by 

Hartmann Schedel. Georg Alt translated the Latin 

into a German version published in 1493. The 

original German version, Register des Buchs der 

Chroniken und Geschichten mit Figure und 

pildnissen wu anbegin der welt bis auf diese 

unsere zeit, from which this facsimile was made, 

was published in Nuremberg by Anton Koberger 

for two Nuremberg merchants, Sebald Schreyer 

(1446–1503) and his son-in-law, Sebastian 

Kammermeister (1446–1520). Woodcut 

illustrations are by Wilhem Playdenuff and 

Michael Wolgemut. Albrecht Dürer was an apprentice for Wolgemut from 1486 to 1489, so may 

have designed some of the woodcuts. The woodcuts include a map, city views, scenes from the 

Old and New Testaments, other religious subjects, rulers, etc. 

E9018.  $250. 

************************************************************ 

  



4. Klemp (compiler). 1500/1976. America in Maps. 

America in Maps Dating from 1500 to1856. 

 

New York and London: Holmes & Meier, 1976. 

14”w x 20”h x 2” thick. Limited edition. Copy 515 of 

1200. Printed on heavy paper. Green cloth in 

pictorial paper covered card slipcase. 293 pages. 76 

facsimile maps, many in color, most double-page, 

some folding, some single page. Textual commentary 

is provided on the page preceding each image. 

Translated from the German by Margaret and Jeffry 

Stone. Compiled by Egon Kemp. 

The book and slipcase are in virtually new condition.  

QL021. $450. 

 

 

 

************************************* 

  



5. Waldseemüller/Skelton. 1513/1966. Ptolemaeus Geographia. 

Claudius Ptolemaeus Geographia Strassburg 1513 with an Introduction by R. A. 

Skelton 

Amsterdam : Theatrvm Orbis Terrarvm, 1966. 13”w x 18”h.  xxii, [350] pages.  The facsimile 

includes numerous double page maps, one folding, 

and one single page and color. A small errata slip is 

tipped in at end of introduction. Atlas in very fine 

condition.  

The original atlas was edited by Martin 

Waldseemüller and others and published in 

Strasbourg by Johann Schott, 1513. The atlas is 

named after Claudius Ptolemy, or in Latin, Claudius 

Ptolemaeus (c. AD 90-c. AD 168), a Greco-Roman 

writer of Alexandria known as a mathematician, 

astronomer, geographer and astrologer. His maps, if 

any, have not survived.  

The maps in surviving manuscripts of Ptolemy's 

Geographia date from about 1300, after the text was 

rediscovered. It is likely that the topographical tables 

(coordinates only, there were no maps) are 

cumulative texts; that is, texts which were modified as 

new knowledge became available in the centuries since Ptolemy’s death. Thus, the information 

contained in different parts of the Geographia is likely to be of different dates.  

Waldseemüller’s edition of Ptolemy’s Geographia is considered the most important of the 

sixteenth century editions of Ptolemy. The atlas, with the maps printed from woodblocks, 

contains a separate, additional section, with twenty modern maps.  This section has been 

described as the first modern atlas. Waldseemüller’s map, “Tabula Terra Nova”, is one of the 

twenty maps containing new information gathered from many travels and voyages of discovery, 

which earned the work the title of “first modern atlas of the world”. It was also the first printed 

map to show part of America. One of the modern maps added by Waldseemüller was of 

Lorraine. It is the only map in the atlas (both the original and this facsimile) printed in color 

(black, red and brown). It is located about 20 leaves from the end. All the other maps were 

printed black and white. 

E5083.  $650. 

****************************************************  



6. Bordone/Skelton. 1528/1966.  l'Isole del Mondo. 

Libro... de tutte l'Isole del Mondo Venice 1528 with an Introduction by R. A. 

Skelton. 

Amsterdam: Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, 1966. 9”w 

x 12 ¾”h.  xii, [18], 74 pages, 111 woodcut maps in 

the text. Hardcover; dust jacket. Excellent 

condition. 

This is a facsimile of Benedetto Bordone’s famous 

“Book of the Island”, probably completed in 

manuscript as early as 1521. Nine of the maps 

relate to America, including the famous view of 

“Temixtitan” (present-day Mexico City) before its 

almost complete destruction by Cortes in 1521. 

N0059. $250. 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************* 

  



7. Münster/Skelton. 1540/1966. Ptolemaeus Geographia. 

Claudius Ptolemaeus Geographia Basle 1540 with an Introduction by R. A. 

Skelton. 

9”w x 13”h. Green cloth with gild logo on front and gilt title on 

spine. First edition. 444 pages with 48 double-page maps, 20 of 

which Münster designed especially for this edition. Errata slip 

inserted. Dust jacket wrinkled. Volume in excellent condition. 

Published by Theatrum Orbis Terrarum Ltd. Amsterdam 1966. 

Reproduced from the copy in the Library of the University of 

Minnesota. 

This is a facsimile of the original titled Geographia Universalis, 

Vetus et Nova Complectens Claudii Ptolemæi Alexandrini 

Enarratio. With imprint: Basileæ apud Henricum Petrum 

Mense Martio Anno M.D.XL. The original was edited by 

Sebastian Münster, translated by Willibald Pirckheimer and 

published in Basel by H. Petri in 1540. The ornamental borders 

are ascribed to Hans Holbein Hans the Younger, (1497/98-1543), German painter, draftsman, 

and designer renowned for the precise rendering of his drawings. 

The atlas is named after Claudius Ptolemy, or in Latin, Claudius Ptolemaeus (c. AD 90-c. AD 

168), a Greco-Roman writer of Alexandria known as a mathematician, astronomer, geographer 

and astrologer. His maps, if any, have not survived. The maps in surviving manuscripts of 

Ptolemy's Geographia date from about 1300, after the text was rediscovered. It is likely that the 

topographical tables (coordinates only, there were no maps) are cumulative texts; that is, texts 

which were modified as new knowledge became available in the centuries after Ptolemy’s death. 

Thus, the information contained in different parts of the Geographia is likely to be of different 

dates. 

Two types of documents are of interest here: Geography and Cosmography. Munster’s earliest 

published geography is his Geographia of 1540; his earliest Cosmographia is 1544. The 

Geographia was edited by Sebastian Münster and published only with Latin text, whereas 

various Cosmographia were published in Latin, German, French, Bohemian, Italian and Polish. 

Many of the maps in the Cosmographia also appear in one or more of his Geographia. 

N1027.  $700. 

******************************************************* 

  



8. Ortelius. 1570/1964. Theatrum Orbis Terrarum 

 

Theatrum Orbis Terrarum. 

 

 
 

Facsimile edition of a hand-colored copy of the first edition of Abraham Ortelius, Theatrum 

Orbis Terrarum which had been published in Antwerp in 1570 by Aegidius Coppenius Diesth. 

 

This facsimile, dated 1964, was printed in The Netherlands from a copy in the University of 

Leiden. Published by Sequoia S. A., Laussane, Switzerland. 12”w x 16 ½”h. There is no 

preliminary material in English. Text in Latin. Colophon at rear in French. 

 

Consists of a colored title page; the dedication to “D. Philippo Austriaco Caroli V” by Ortelius; a 

poem by “Adolphi Mekerchi” discussing the symbols on the world and continental maps; preface 

by “Abrahamus Ortelius”; “Catalogus Auctorum”, being a list of names of 16th century 

cartographers; “Index Tabularum”, being the contents of the atlas; 53 double-page maps in full 

color, each map preceded by a one-page description; and, after the maps, sections: “De Dona 

Druidum Insula ….” and “Antiqua Regionum….”  

 

E5286. $400. 

*************************************  



9. Ortelius/Skelton. 1570/1964. Theatrum Orbis Terrarum. 

Theatrum Orbis Terrarum Antwerp1570 with an Introduction by R. A. Skelton. 

 

Amsterdam: N. Israel/Meridian Publishing Co., 1964. 

11”wx 16”h. xii + (284) + xi pages, portrait, engraved 

title, 53 double-page maps. Grey cloth with gilt logo 

on cover and gilt title on spine. Corrigenda and 

Addenda. Dust jacket tattered. Volume in very good 

condition.  

Facsimile of the copy in the Universiteitsbibliotheek, 

Amsterdam. Latin text.  

Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) was a Flemish 

cartographer and geographer, generally recognized as 

the creator of the first modern atlas, the Theatrum 

Orbis Terrarum (Theatre of the World). He is also 

believed to be the first person to imagine that the 

continents were joined together before drifting to their 

present positions. 

E5082. $350. 

************************************************* 

  



10. Waghenaer. 1584 & 1585/1964. Spieghel der Zeevaerdt. 

T’eerste deel vande Spieghel der Zeevaerdt, van de navigatie the Westersche Zee, 

Innehoudende all Custen van de Vranckrijck, Spainen en 't principaelste deel 

van Engelandt, in diversche Zee Caerten begrepen…. Bound with Het tweede 

deel Vanden Speighel der Zeevaerdt. 

 

Original printed by Christophe Plantin, Leiden 1584. By 

Lucas Janszoon Waghenaer (1533/34-1606) a Dutch sea 

captain and cartographer. Johan (Jan) van Doetichum 

engraved the copper plates, probably assisted by his 

brother Lucas. The original is considered the world’s first 

nautical atlas or pilot guide. Text in Dutch. 

This is a facsimile printed in The Netherlands in 1964 

consisting of two parts. 11 ½”w x 16”h. Quarter morocco 

over green cloth with gilt compass rose on cover and gilt 

title on spine. 44 double-page full-color maps. Text 

illustrated (1 with volvelle). Very good condition. 

This facsimile has the maps from the 1584 and 1585 

editions bound together. The 1584 volume of the atlas 

begins with a chart of Europe and the western part of 

North Africa, followed by 22 detailed charts of sections of the European coasts between the 

southern tip of Texel island (an island in the province of North Holland) and Cádiz (a port in 

southwestern Spain). A year later (1585), the second volume was published, which included 21 

charts of the coasts northeast of Texel. 

E5292. $295. 

*************************************************** 

  



11. Sanuto/Skelton. 1588/1965. Africa. 
 

Geografia dell' Africa:  Venice 1588 with an Introduction by R. A. Skelton.  

 

Amsterdam: Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, 1965. 13”w x 

18”h. Hardcover. Tan cloth. 400 pages; 12 double-page 

maps. Dust jacket. Excellent condition.  

 

“One of the most important publications upon Africa 

issued in the sixteenth century. It contains a beautifully 

engraved title and maps of surprising accuracy, partly 

drawn on a special modification of the Donis projection.  

 

“Sanuto, who had already won fame by the production of 

a World Map and a Terrestrial Globe published in 

collaboration with his brother, died before this 

Geography of Africa, his main work, could be brought 

out. The three indices were made by Giovan Carlo 

Saraceni.” (Source: dust jacket.) 

 

N1028.  $300. 

***************************************************************** 

  



12. Ortelius/Skelton. 1606/1968. Theatre of the Whole World. 

The Theatre of the Whole World London 1606 with an Introduction by R. A. 

Skelton. 

 

Imprint: Published by Theatrvm Orbis Terrarvm 

Ltd. Amsterdam MCMLXVIII. 

12 ½”w x 18 ½”h x 2 ½” thick.  Hardcover. 

Burgundy cloth. Dust jacket. Limited edition of 800 

copies. Excellent condition. 674 pages, 158 double-

page engraved maps, 4 plates and a portrait of 

Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598).  

The 1606 edition “was the only edition of Ortelius’ 

Theatrum with English text and the first large world 

atlas to be published in England. Dedicated to King 

James I, it contains more maps than any previous 

edition of the Theatrum.” (Dust jacket.) 

N1026.  $975. 

 

 

******************************************************  

  



13. Braun & Hogenberg/ 1572-1618/1966. Civitates Orbis Terrarum. 

Civitates Orbis Terrarum, “The towns of the world.” 1572-1618. With an 

Introduction by R.A. Skelton. 

 

Cleveland and New York: World Publishing 

Company, 1966. 12”w x 17 ½”h. Blue cloth. Six parts 

in three-volumes. 362 plates. Six colored plates in 

rear pocket of Volume 1. All volumes very good 

condition with some light soiling to edges, slight 

rubbing and minor wear to edges of the dust jackets.  

This is a facsimile edition of the original published in 

Cologne by Georg Braun (1541-1622) and Frans 

Hogenberg (c. 1538-1590). The original was the first 

atlas of town plans and views embracing the known 

world and was published in numerous Latin, French 

and German editions. The plates were engraved “by 

[Simon] Novellanus or Frans Hogenberg or (after 

Hogenberg’s death) in his workshop; those of Book 

VI were by Abraham Hogenberg (perhaps a son of 

Frans)”.  

 

Reproduced from a set at the University Library, Amsterdam. Skelton notes the original from 

which the facsimile was made was “apparently printed by Peter von Brachel about the years 

1618-23." Skelton’s Appendix A lists several other printers for other editions. 

N6161.  $1,000. 

*********************************************** 

  



14. Speed/Skelton. 1627/1966. Prospect. 

 

A Prospect of the most famous Parts of the World. John Speed. London 1627 

with an Introduction by R.A. Skelton. 

 
Published by Theatrum Orbis Terrarum Ltd. 

Amsterdam MCMLXVI. (1966) 

 

By John speed (1552-1629). 12”w x 18”h. Green 

cloth. xv, 92 pages including 22 double-page 

engraved maps, plus the seven maps and text added 

in the 1676 edition of this work. Dust jacket 

wrinkled. Atlas in very good condition. 

 

This is a facsimile of the first general atlas printed by 

an Englishman. Engravers were Jodocus Hondius, 

Abraham Goos, Dirck Gryp and Cornelus Danckerts, 

all famous for their own works.  

 

N0062.  $375. 

 

 

 

 

*************************************** 

  



 

15. Blaeu/Tooley. 1645 &1654/1970.  

England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 

 

Blaeu's Atlas of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland; with an introduction by 

R. V. Tooley and 115 maps of which 5 are coloured and Blaeu's title pages in 

colour: 

 

London: Thames & Hudson, 1970. 

Elephant folio (13”w x 21”h x 2” thick). Brown cloth 

covers, half red leather with gilt rules, and gilt title on 

the red spine. In a custom gray slipcase. Limited 

edition of 500 copies, of which this is number 442. No 

text except for Tooley’s introduction. No pagination. 

Internally immaculate. Fine volume in a fine slipcase.  

Facsimile reprint of 115 maps of Joan Blaeu published 

in 1645 (England and Wales) and 1654 (Scotland and 

Ireland). All plates are printed only on one side of the 

leaf. 

In his introduction Tooley states: “The name of Blaeu 

was famous in the seventeenth century. Known as the 

foremost mapmakers of their time, their fame was not 

confined to their native country of Holland, but 

reached into most of the cultured and leisured circles 

of Europe and even further, sumptuous examples of 

their atlases being sent as princely gifts to oriental 

potentates and ministers, as a symbol of the Republic of the United Netherlands.". 

N1024.  $800. 

*********************************************************** 

  



16. (Various Cartographers). 1650-1698/1989. Kaufman. Great 

Lakes 

The Mapping of the Great Lakes in the Seventeenth Century: Twenty two Maps 

from the George S. & Nancy B. Parker Collection. 

 

Providence, RI: The John Carter Brown 

Library, 1989.  

A portfolio with an introduction and 

commentary by Kevin Kaufman, University of 

Madison, Wisconsin. The portfolio consists of 

a book with the above title and 22 folded loose 

facsimile maps, together in a fitted clamshell 

case. The facsimile maps are on folded sheets 

14” wide and 21 inches high. Each sheet has 

text of the map history, physical 

characteristics, and description of the image 

on the sheet. The book, which also has 

descriptions of the maps, is 9”w x 12”h with 

illustrated wrappers, xxi, 85 pages, and 14 

additional maps. Fine condition, 

N4028. $500. 

 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

  



17. Blaeu/Broekema. 1662/1973. Nederlanden. 

Blaeu's Atlas van de Nederlanden.  Facsimile uitgave van de originele tekst en 

65 karten uit de ‘Grooten Atlas’van Joan Blaeu met een moderne inleiding van 

C. Broekema. 

Imprint: MCMLXXIII N.V. Uitgeverij Orbit 

Amsterdam. [Amsterdam: Orbit, 1973.] 

The original was a “made-up” atlas of maps and text 

reprinted from various editions of Joan Blaeu’s 

Grooten Atlas printed in Amsterdam during the 

period 1630 to 1662. Dutch text. This facsimile is 

copy Number 431 of 550, in a slipcase.  One end of 

slipcase detached; other end missing. Volume in 

excellent condition. 

The 16-page introduction includes a bibliography, 

an appendix, an index and double-page colored 

maps of the World and Europe by Blaeu. The color 

title page “Belgique Royale, qvi est le IX Livre de 

L’Europe” precedes the text and the 65 maps. 

N2078.   $500. 

 

 

 

************************************************************* 

  



18. Blaeu/Goss. 1662 & 1664/1991 Grand Atlas. 

Blaeu’s Grand Atlas of the 17th Century World.  Introduction, Captions and 

Selection of Maps by John Goss ... Foreword by Peter Clark... Published in Co-

Operation with Royal Geographical Society London. 

 

New York: Rizzoli, 1991. 11”w x 14” h.  224 pages, 100 maps illustrated in color. Blue cloth. 

Dust jacket lightly rubbed. Atlas in excellent condition. 

In 1662 Johannes Blaeu published the first version of his Latin-text Atlas Major with over 600 

images. It was the largest atlas ever published. It later appeared with text set in French, Spanish 

and Dutch editions. This present atlas contains a selection of 100 colored images mostly from the 

1664 nine-volume Dutch text edition of Blaeu’s atlas titled in Dutch, Grooten Atlas, held by the 

Royal Geographical Society, London. A few images are from the 1662 French text edition of 

Blaeu’s atlas titled in French, Grand Atlas, both atlases with more than 600 maps.  

Z8B05.  $95.     ************************  



19. Blaeu/TOT. 1663/1967.Grand Atlas.  

Le Grand Atlas ou Cosmographie Blaviane.  

 

 

Amsterdam: Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, 1967-70. Twelve volumes. Tall folio (13-1/2”w x 22” h). 

Original faux white vellum with ornate gilt decoration, blue spine labels with gilt titles. Fine 

condition. 

This is a facsimile of the 1663 first French edition of Blaeu’s Atlas Maior, with 609 plates and 

maps, mostly double-page and some in color. The title page of this facsimile refers to this as 



“The third centenary edition of Johan Blaeu Le Grand Atlas”. Limited edition, copy number 332 

of 1000 copies.   

Joan Blaeu first published this atlas in Latin in 1662 with the title Atlas Major, but expanded his 

text for France, Asia and America in the first French edition of 1663 with this title Le Grand 

Atlas. The copy reproduced, now at the University of Amsterdam Library, once belonged to 

Jean-Baptiste Colbert, Louis XIV’s general comptroller of finance and later secretary of state for 

naval affairs, and bears Johan Blaeu’s hand-written dedication dated 1 January 1664. Some maps 

are reproduced from the Bibliotheca Thysiana in Leiden. 

Lloyd Brown, former librarian of the Peabody Institute and map curator at the Clements Library 

had this to say about the atlas: 

“The best known publication of the Blaeu press was their great Atlas Major in twelve 

volumes, in many respects the most beautiful geographical work ever published. It served 

as eloquent testimony of the prosperity of the Blaeu firm…. The copies that have 

survived are usually found as they were published, in full vellum bindings tooled with 

gold, all edges of the sheets are gilt. It never was and never will be a poor man’s book. 

Special copies were made up for statesmen and royalty, colored and bound to order. A 

copy of the complete atlas was bound in royal purple and presented by the Blaeus to the 

Sultan Mohammed IV. He was so impressed by the tremendous coverage of the maps and 

their innate beauty that he ordered the text and map legends translated into Turkish” 

(Brown, The Story of Maps, pages 172 and 174). 

This facsimile contains a folding double-page color map of the world laid into Volume I, as 

issued, with the note verso: “This map, which appeared in earlier editions of Blaeu’s Atlas, has 

been added because it forms a set with the colored maps of the Continents in volumes I, X, XI 

and XII of Le Grand Atlas.”  

Also in Volume I is the interesting map: Nova et Accuratissima Totius Terrarum Orbis Tabula, 

pictured above. This double hemisphere map, prepared late in the firm's publishing history, is 

much rarer than the world map just discussed. The uncharacteristic, totally different style of this 

beautiful map suggests the map was based on an existing world map purchased by Blaeu. 

Rodney Shirley praises this map  

“As with all productions by the firm of Blaeu, the engraving and layout and elegance of 

decoration are all of the highest standard… Outside the twin hemispheres at the top are 

celestial figures seated amid clouds; below are representations of the four seasons with 

each allegorical figure seated in an appropriate chariot drawn by pairs of beasts and 

birds.” (Mapping of the World, 428.) 

E6199  $3,000.           ******************************  



20. Roggeveen & Goos/Koeman. 1675/1971. Burning Fen. 

The Burning Fen: First Part Amsterdam 1675. With an Introduction by 

Professor Dr. Ir C. Koeman. 

 

Imprint: Published by Theatrvm Orbis 

Terrarvm Ltd. Amsterdam MCMLXXI. 

12”w x 18”h. Facsimile of 1675 Amsterdam 

edition. (Hardcover). First Edition. Blue 

cloth. Fine in fine dust jacket. vxi, 202pages. 

Includes coastal profiles and 34 charts.  

“The first printed West Indian Pilot, 

published as a sequel to the three parts of 

Goos' well-known Sea Mirrour. It was the 

prototype of the pilot guides for America 

produced by Johannes van Keulen (1683) 

and by John Seller and John Thornton 

(1689).” (Source – dust jacket.) 

“The Burning Fen rates as one of the most 

important printed pilot books. The First Part 

of the Burning Fen, published by Peter Goos 

in Amsterdam in 1675, is the first pilot book 

containing charts of the Central American 

and islands that ever appeared in print.” 

(Koeman.) 

 

The title of the original is: The First Part of the Burning Fen, Discovering the whole West-Indies, 

the Continent and the Islands, beginning from Rio Amasones, and ending on the north of Terra 

nova, Described by Arent Roggeveen. 

QL040.  $250. 

******************************************** 

  



21. Fisher & Thornton/Verner. 1689/1967. English Pilot. 

The English Pilot: The Fourth Book London 1689 with an Introduction by Prof. 

Coolie Verner. 

12”w x 20”h. Facsimile of the 1689 London 

edition held by the British Museum. First 

edition. Red cloth. Fine in fine dust jacket.  

xx,148 pp., including 15 double-page and 5 

full page charts.  

This is the earliest sea-atlas to deal 

exclusively with American waters. The 

English pilot series was first initiated by 

John Seller, but The Fourth Book was issued 

under the partnership of William Fisher and 

John Thornton. 

The original 1689 atlas is titled: The English 

Pilot, the Fourth Book. Describing the Sea 

Coasts, Capes, Head-Lands, Rivers, Bays, 

Roads, Havens, Harbours, Streights, 

Islands, Depths, Rocks, Sands, Shoals, 

Banks, and Dangers from the River 

Amazons to New-found-Land; with all the 

West-India Navigation, and the Islands 

therein, as Cuba Hispaniola, Jamaica, 

Barbadoes, Porto Rico, and the rest of the 

Caribbee. Imprint: London, Printed for 

William Fisher at the Postern on Tower-

Hill, and John Thornton at the Plat in the 

Minories, MDCLXXXIX. 

N5016.  $250. 

*********************************************** 

  



22. Meurer. 1803/1984. Mappae Germaniae 

Mappae Germaniae. Die schönsten und bedeutendsten Deutschlandkarten von 

1482 bis 1803. [The most beautiful and most important maps of Germany from 

1482 until 1803.] 

 

Bad Neustadt a.d. Saale: Dietrich Pfaehler, 

1984. Printed in Germany. Portfolio in the 

original linen-covered fitted clamshell case with 

the book named above and 22 loose double-

page facsimile maps of Germany by various 

cartographers and published from 1482 to 1803. 

Sheet format 14”w (when folded) x 21 ¼”h. 

The book is 9 ½”w x 12 ¾”h and has 72 pages 

of detailed background information about the 

maps, many of which are in beautiful color. The 

book includes 28 additional maps of the period 

amplifying the German text. Small library de-

accession stamp inside of front panel of case. 

Otherwise, case and contents in fine condition. 

Text by Dr. Peter H. Meurer, a map historian of 

German nationality. 

E9034. $195. 

 

 

 

**************************************************************** 

  



23. Nordenskiöld. 1889. Facsimile Atlas. 

Facsimile-Atlas to the Early History of Cartography with Reproductions of the 

most important Maps printed in the XV and XVI centuries. Translated from the 

Swedish Original by Johan Adolf Ekelof…and Clements R. Markham.  

 

On page 141: Printed by P.A. Norstedt & Söner. Stockholm 1889. 

By Adolf Erik Nordenskiöld. 

Rebound with half leather over original boards with gilt title on front and spine. Edge stains on 

first few pages. 14 ½”w x 20 ½”h. The entire volume is printed on heavy paper. Overall very 

good condition. First English edition. 141 pages of text with 84 illustrations in the text beginning 

with Ptolemy and ending with the Flemish and Dutch cartographers of the Age of Discovery. 

Followed by facsimiles of Ptolemy and other early maps.  

The scope of the work can be appreciated from the “Contents”: 

I. The geographical Atlas of Ptolemy. 
 

II. Editions of Ptolemy’s Geography. 



 

III. Pseudo editions of Ptolemy. Ptolemy’s errors and merits. 
 

IV. Ancient, not Ptolemaic maps. 
 

V. Extension of Ptolemy’s Oikumene towards the north and north-west. 
 

VI. The first maps of the New World, and of the newly discovered parts of Africa and 

Asia. 
 

VII. Terrestrial globes from the 15th and first part of the 16th century. 

 

VIII. Map-projections. 
 

IX. The end of the early period of cartography, 1520-1550. 
 

X. The transition to, and the beginning of the modern period. Jocopo Gastaldi. Philip 

Apianus. Abraham Ortelius. Gerard Mercator. 

 

Following the text are 50 double-page facsimile maps (Plates I-L) identified below the images, 

including the complete contents of the 1490 edition of Ptolemy, plus double-page “LI” with 16 

smaller images from Cornelius Wytfliet’s Descriptionis Ptolemaicæ Augmentum. All images are 

present and in very good condition.  

 

Wikipedia provides the following summary of the writer’s life: 

 

“Friherr [Baron] Nils Adolf Erik Nordenskiöld (18 November 1832, Helsinki, Finland – 

12 August 1901, Dalbyö, Södermanland, Sweden) was a Finnish baron, botanist, 

geologist, mineralogist and arctic explorer of Finland-Swedish origin. He was a member 

of the prominent Finland-Swedish Nordenskiöld family of scientists. 

 

“Born in the Grand Duchy of Finland at the time it was a part of the Russian Empire, he 

was later, due to his political activity, forced to live in political exile in Sweden, where he 

later would become a member of the Parliament of Sweden and the Swedish Academy. 

He is most remembered for the Vega expedition along the northern coast of Eurasia, 

which he led in 1878-1879. This was the first complete crossing of the Northeast 

Passage.” 

 

Phillips, List of Geographical Atlases in the Library of Congress, 257, devoting three pages to 

the description of the contents. 

E6108. $2,750.    **************************  



24. Nordenskiöld. 1897. Periplus. 

An Essay on the Early History of Charts and Sailing Directions. Translated from 

Swedish Original By Francis A. Bather. 

 

By A. E. [Adolf Erik] Nordenskiold. 

Stockholm: P. A. Norstedt & Söner, 1897. 

Large Folio. 14 ½”w x 20”h. 208 pages with 100 illustrations in the text, followed by 60 plates 

(I-LX), mostly portolans. Rebound in half leather over original boards. First English edition. 

Very good condition.  

“Periplus” was the term for a "sailing-around" book in Classical antiquity; “portolano” was the 

term for a "port book" to Medieval Italian sailors in the Mediterranean Sea.  

 

 



The scope of this work can be seen from the “Contents”: 

I. Greek and Roman cartography before Ptolemy. 

II. The Periplus of Skylax. 

III. Maps and sailing directions from the 2nd century A.D. down to the Crusades. 

IV. Portolanos. 1. Their characters, standard of measurement. 

V. Portolanos. 2. Comparison between the legends. 

VI. Portolanos. 3. Sources of the normal-portolano; the date of its compilation. 

Windroses. The invention of the compass. 

VII. Portolanos. 4. The Calendar-diagram. Directions for tacking (raxon de martelolio). 

Graduation. 

VIII. Portolanos. 5. List of Portolanos. 

IX. Printed Portolanos. Sailing directions. 

X. Maps of the coast and islands of the North Sea, the Baltic, and the Arctic Ocean 

during the incunabula period of cartography. 

XI. Sailing directions for the Northern Seas. By E.W. Dahlgren. 

XII. The discovery and the charting of the ocean-coast of Africa. 

XIII. Mapping the south and east coasts of Asia. 

XIV. America. 

XV. The Pacific. 

Adolf Erik Nordenskiöld was a world famous explorer who discovered the Northeast Passage; 

i.e., the Arctic passage east from the North Sea to the Pacific Ocean. His explorations led him to 

an intense interest in cartography. He collected over 24,000 maps printed before the year 1800, 

in either atlases or as sheets, and thousands of volumes of early geographical and cartographical 

literature. Author of many publications, he is best known for his Facsimile-Atlas on the history 

of cartography published in 1889 and this companion piece, the Periplus.  

Phillips, List of Geographical Atlases in the Library of Congress, 258. 

E6107. $2,750. 

********************************************************** 


